Many countries have attempted to transition to democracy following conflict or repression, but the basic meaning of transitional justice remains hotly contested. In this book, Colleen Murphy analyzes transitional justice -showing how it is distinguished from retributive, corrective, and distributive justice -and outlines the ethical standards that societies attempting to democratize should follow. She argues that transitional justice involves the just pursuit of societal transformation. Such transformation requires political reconciliation, which in turn has a complex set of institutional and interpersonal requirements, including the rule of law. She shows how societal transformation is also influenced by the moral claims of victims and the demands of perpetrators, and how justice processes can fail to be just by failing to foster this transformation or by not treating victims and perpetrators fairly. Her book will be accessible and enlightening for philosophers, political and social scientists, policy analysts, and legal and human rights scholars and activists.
responding to past wrongs is in important respects also context dependent. In some cases, the overarching moral point is fostering societal transformation. In other contexts, societal transformation may not be necessary to pursue, and the main moral point in dealing with past wrongs may be simply to respond justly to perpetrators and victims of wrongdoing. The moral point and purpose in dealing with past wrongs in turn shapes the moral standards a response to wrongdoing must satisfy in order to qualify as just. Over the course of my book, I discuss the various moral aims that dealing with past wrongs might have and the corresponding standards of justice such aims require be satisfied. This book has taken seven years to write, and over the course of that period of time many individuals and audiences provided invaluable feedback. I am particularly grateful to the Princeton University Center for Human Values (UCHV) for the time and support provided through my Laurance S. Rockefeller Visiting Faculty Fellowship during the 2010-2011 academic year. My project on transitional justice was in its very early stages, and conversations and presentations throughout the year were critical in shaping the direction it ultimately took. I am especially grateful to Chuck Beitz, Corey Brettschneider, Tom Christiano, Alex Guerrero, Liz Harman, Adrienne Martin, Alan Patton, Jon Quong, Kim Lane Scheppele, and Peter Singer for the feedback they provided. Chuck also deserves special mention not only for his intellectual feedback but also for the support he provided in his capacity as director of the UCHV. My first son was born in January of the year I spent at the UCHV, and I was able to remain engaged with the center because of the way in which Chuck encouraged and welcomed me to bring my son with me to my office as well as UCHV talks and events.
I also presented different parts of this book at Illinois Wesleyan University; the Midwest Political Science Association; 
